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(2) The mode in which Cudworth deals with his true
& priori categories, when he has fairly found them, is not
altogether satisfactory He makes them the objects of our
knowledge: they really are its conditions. They are our
way of knowing, and not the facts of existence immediately
known. As ' intelligible ideas,' i. e. in their universality as
functions of cognition, they belong to us as subjects; and,
when carried by us into application, what they reveal to us
in the object is the property which comes under this uni-
versal of ours. When, in perception, I say to myself, m
front of a bright lamp, ' the cause of my dazzle is there? I
use the categories of causation and of space; but what I
know in that experience is the lamp's light as an instance of
the one, and its position as included in the other; and I
direct no attention to the heads themselves which cover
these phenomena. They are the containers, not the con-
tents, of my knowledge. It is perfectly true that, without
the universal, the particular could not be recognised for
what it is; and that, as in all cases of relation, both terms
must mentally coexist; but the phenomenal instance is that
explicit occupant of the foreground which we call the object,
while the implicit background which definitely shows it to
the mind is an unheeded presence. As such categories
constitute my way of thinking, they cannot, or they need
not, remain permanently hidden from me. I may afterwards
reflect upon what I have been about, and read my own
methods from end to end; and then these ' intelligibles'
become objects of knowledge to me: not, however, as onto-
logical genera, but as psychological facts of my own inner
history. On my thus becoming acquainted with them, what
do I find them to be ? the necessary moulds of thought
itself, the constitutive essence of my intelligence, which it
is impossible for me to disbelieve, inasmuch as the disbelief
itself is a mental act which* assumes them. Their onto-
logical contents, therefore, though not otherwise known, I
accept as their significance; esteeming nothing more reason-
able than to conform my thinking to the law of reason.